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5111.5 EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION/PRESCHOOL

The Board of Education believes that preschool educational experiences contribute to later
academic success for all children. Therefore, within the limits of the budget and as required by
law, the Superintendent shall recommend to the Board for approval programs designed for
district children under the age required for regular admission. Programs shall address the needs
of children who have been identified as requiring special education, as well as of those who have
not been so identified.

The preschool curriculum shall consist of developmentally appropriate experiences that provide
each child with individual opportunities to develop positive self-esteem, social/emotional
growth, language skills, motor development and conceptual skill development.

All preschool programs sponsored by the Board shall be consistent with the overall philosophy
of the school district and aligned with the Core Curriculum Content Standards. They shall be
coordinated with other relevant district programs such as special education and Title I and
articulated with the Kindergarten through grade twelve curriculum.

Proof of immunizations against communicable diseases and examinations shall be in accord with
requirements for Kindergarten and first grade admission.

The Board of Education shall ensure that the preschool program:

A. Maintains classroom enrollments of no more than eighteen children with one certified
teacher and one appropriately qualified assistant;

B. Is developmentally appropriate to the age and skill level of the young child;

C. Is designed to meet the New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards of
Quality, the New Jersey Preschool Program Implementation Guidelines and the New
Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards;

D. Includes transition activities, programs, and services between preschool programs and
Kindergarten programs;

E. Coordinates with all other relevant school district programs, for example, special
education and bilingual education; and

F. Includes an annual program evaluation.
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The preschool programs and curricula shall be based on student needs, strengths and interests
that focus on all aspects of development: cognitive, social, emotional and physical. Curriculum
and assessment strategies and/or resources shall be developmentally appropriate and include
performance-based assessment measures.

The Board shall ensure that instructional methods and/or strategies are congruent with the
cognitive, social, emotional and physical skills of the young child. Instruction shall balance
teacher-directed and child-initiated experiences.

The Board shall provide professional development and training specific to preschool education
for all early childhood education administrators, teachers and teacher assistants.

The preschool program may be offered within a mixed delivery system that includes in-district,
private provider and local Head Start agency settings provided that the private provider and/or
local Head Start agency program(s) with which the Board of Education contracts complies with
the school district's program requirements, including the employment of appropriately licensed
and qualified teaching staff.

The preschool program shall include parent education activities in the preschool program with
specific strategies identified that assist parents in remaining actively involved in their child's
education throughout their school years.

Community health and social service agencies shall be included in the planning, operations and,
if appropriate, the fiscal support of the preschool program.

The Board shall designate an administrator to oversee the preschool program. He/she shall
ensure adherence to all applicable laws and regulations in pursuing funding at the Federal and
State levels, as well as from private sources.
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